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tiut cQjjst jfl a fi$hiDgHm)9ck, it Wmo^ likely M 
t?ill fall a prey to tbfc yigihuic^ of our . cruisers./ 
kad it is (iettain he has not y^ polluted the Pro-^ 
t^anttsm of our seal. 

. .Exactly ki ^saixte maimer,; th^ .s^ry of 
ihft wooden gods seized at ChariagrCt osa> hf 
9Sk Qider from tl» fordga oflice» |turn$ o^t to b^ 
Ivithpat tfie shadow of a foundation -.-^instead of 
t^e ang^I^ atid a£chsHigel9> t^entioned by th^e^ 
i^former^ nothing waesdi$cov!ered, but a Wooden 
iflfiag^ of Ixird MuIgTAve gpiiig down lo.Cfaa^ 
tham a$ a b^ad-pie^ for thq Spanker. gUn^yeaijelr 
it wM atii e»act n^semblaiice b{ his Logciship ii^ 
hi«miii(i*ry uniforrti^raod rten^r< as little fike 
aigod a? can, wdl be imaginedi . . , . 

H^ittg set your fear^ at rdit» Us to the toAtvi^ 
qf the ,Q«ispiracy formed againrt. the Protostaitih 
wBgion, I will now gome to thp argument it%; 

Sfilf... 

Vou say»* these men interpret the Scriptutcs 
kL9tk unorthodox mannef s and that t^ey.joit 
thrir god;^*=^yery Uljicly. ilU.this may secmycrj^ 
important ta you/ who: live: fourteA mile^ fh)m.jfe 
markeMOviu, . afid> ffiom. Umg residence upon 
jour Kyipg^ a)ge. iwofWi a kindiof hqly veg^tebk. 
9MI» in a theol^gkal $enje> it is highly ioip^rr 

tant 



tant. But I watit soldiers and sailors for the' 
-$mt I I want to.make a ^eater irae tiian I now*^ 
can do .of a poor Jcountry. fulLof men; I want: 
to render the military service .populai: among; 
the IrlA; to check Ahc power of France; 
to make eviery possible exertion for the saiak- 
ty of Europe) .which in twc0ty^ years 4ime» 
will be nothing but a mass of French Az.wtsV 
and then you and xten thousand other swA' 
boobies as you, call out-*^^* For God's sake, d(y 
'^ not think of rai^iijag c«V«lry and Infismtry t^- 
•* Ireland ! . • • . Tb«^y interpret the epistle t^ 
^* TioKitby in a 4ifierent mauner from^ what we 
** dof . • . ♦ They wt a bit of wifer ^cvery- 
«• Sunday, which they c^JI their God V\ . . .1 
wtsHto n^y soul they would eat you, and such 
tiMcmers as youare^ What ! when Turki Jew, 
liereticy ipfidel| Catholic, Fr^estant, : are all' 
combined against this country; when men oi 
eveyy religious persuasion and no i^ligioug per- 
swisioii ; when the population of half the globe 
ft up in arms against usi aire we to stand ex^ 
ami^ng our generals and armies, as a bidiop ex^ 
amiiies a candidate foir holy pikers ? and to suffisr 
BO one to bleed for England, who dides not agree 
Vitii you about the 2d of Tio^thyl You talk 

about 



abpu^tHe CathoUcs ! If yo^ and youf* brother* 
hood h^v^ bttn able to pe^tsuade the country 
injbo a continuatkm of this grossest of all absur- 
dities^ you have ten timet ibo power vil^ tbt 
Catholic clergy ever had in &eir best days. Xewis 
XIVp: wh^n he reyoked- the Edict of Nantes, 
ittftr. jtbought of preventing the Ptotestants from 
* ^l^jting l»is l>attles ; and gained accordingly soma' 
of his ^ost splendid, victories by the talei^ of hia 
Protestant generals* J^o power in Europe^ but 
ycmrselves^ has ever thought^ for these hundred 
yean past^ of asking whether a bayonet is Catho* 
Iky pr Pcesbyterian or Lutheran ; but, whether it 
is sharp and .well temperjed. A bigot delights 
in public ridicule 3 for he bej^s to think he if 
a mar^n I pan promise you the full enjoyment 
pf this pleasure^ fronx..one extremity of Europe 
|o the other; 

J ^m as disgusted with the nonsense of the 
jEloman Catholic religion as you can be : and no 
maa who. talks aboi^ such nonsense shall ever 
tithe the product of the earth } nor shall he naed^ 
die with the ecclesiastical establishment in any 
shape ^«-but what havd I to do with tb^^>eah 
latif e nonse^e of his theology, when the objec| 

s it 
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fs to elect the mayor of a county town, or to ap- 
point a colonel of a marching regiment ? Will 
a man discharge the solemn impertinences of the 
one oCce with less zealj or shrink from the. 
bloody boldness of the other with greater timi* 
dity, because the blockhead thinks he can eat 
angels in muffins, and chew*a spmtual natuw4n 
the crumpet which hfir buys from the baker's 
shop ? I am sorry there should be such folly in 
the world/ but I should be ten times - a greater 
fool than he is, if I refiiSed to lead him out 
against the enemies of the state, till he had made 
a solemn protestation, tha|; the crumpet was 8^- 
ritless, and the muffin nothing bat an human 
inuffin. YoUr whole argument is wjbng; the 
state has nothing whatever to do with theolo- 
gical errors, wftich do not violate the common 
rules of morality, and militate against the feir 
ipower of the ruler. It leaves all the^ error* to 
ydu, and to such as you. You have every tenth 
porker in your parish for tfefoting fhem ; amTfake 
fcare that you are vigilant and logical in th^ 

tide. ' ' . ■-...•: 

1 love the church as well as you do, "but you 
totally mistake the nature of an establishment, 

^^ when 



vdwn you contend that it ou^ to be .{:<M)iiiectfM3* 
withtbemilit^and ciyil career of every indivi^uftl 



In such ft «taii elF alieHatbti ftoiA k p6\ni df 
hopoiVt attd trahsiiiit tiiat spirit tj^ their latest 

i 

paMehty* This is just tht effect yo^ disqualify^ 
inf laW3 liave produced. They have M £>n 
Re(($ and Dr. Sli^is ; crowded the cphgregatiott 
af the Old Jewry to 8U$Katio% and enab)e<i 
4e^ry su'bkp^iah and superfapsarkn and settii* 
pelftgian clergyman to bu^d himsetf a neat bilck 
diapel^ And Iivfe with some distant tesehblaiice 
to ]^e state of i ^ntlemaq^ 

You say that the King's coronation oath wiB 
iidtiallowhtm to consent to^y relaxation of the Cat 
tiiolic laW8.«i-Why not rela^ the CathoBc laws^al 
well as the liaws against Ptotestant dissenters f W 
one is cohfraiy to his oath^ fte other mUst be s6 too t 
for the spirit of the oath is, to defend the church 
'cstabli&ment, which the Qodket and the P!resby<» 
%erian differ from ais much» or more thaA tht 
Catholic ; and ybt his Majesty has repealed th^ 
t^oiporation and test act in Ireland^ and done 
more fen: the Catholics of both Kingdoms than 
.bad been done for them siftce *the refotmktlon. In 
1778, the mmisters said nothmg tibout the Ifoyal 
conscferice J Hi 179S no conscience ; in 1804 nb 
conscience : the common feelibgs of humanity 

and 
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and juslice then seem to Have had their fullest 
influence bpon the advisers of the crown : but iii 
1807'^ayeari I suppose, eminentl}^ fruitful iil 
moral and religious scruples (as some years are 
fruitful in apjJles, some in hops),^ft is con- 
tended by the well paid John fiotvles, and 
by Mr. Perceval (who tried to be well paid), that 
that is now peijury which we had hitherto called 
policy and •benevolence ! Reh'gious liberty has 
fiever made such a s(;ride as under the reign of 
his present Majesty ^ noi* is there any instance 
m the anrtals o^ our liikory, where so many 
infatnoud and damnable' laws Kave been re- 
pealed, as those agaihst the' CathOlifcs, which 
have been put an end tb by him : and 
then, at the cjosfe of this noble and liberal 
policy, his adviser^ discover that the very mea- 
sures of cpncession and indulgence, or (to use 
my own langtfage) the measures of justice, which 
he has been pursuing through' the whole of his^ 
reign, are contrary to trfe 6ath he takes at its com- 
mencertient ! That bath binds his Majesty riot to 
tx)nsent to any measure contrary to the interest 
of the established fchurch : but who is to judge 
of (he tende&cy of eac6 particular measure? 

• Not 
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"tert^^be Kbf 2done : it caa never be the inttst^ 
lion of this law» that the King> who listens^ to 
the advice of his parlkmem upon a road bil|> 
should reject it uponthe most important of all 
measures r whatever be hi^ own private judg- 
ment of the tendency- of any ecclesiastical WIL 
he complies most strictly with his oath^ if he k 
guided in that particular point by the advice of 
his parliament^ who may be presumed to under- 
stand its tendency better than the Kmg or Any 
other individual. You say^ that jf parliamtnt 
had been unanimous in their opinion of the ab- 
solute necessity for Lord Howick's bill,^^ and the 
King had thought it pernicious^ he Y^^ould have 
been peijured if he had not rejected it. I say, qr 
the contrary, that his Majesty would have acted ifi 
the most conscientious manner, and have comp}ie4 
most scrupulously with his oath, if he had sacrifice4 
bis own opinion to the opinion of the great cou^r 
cil of the nation ; because the probability wa% 
that that opinion was belter than his own, smd 
upon the same principle in common life, you 
give up your opinion to your physician, and to 
your lawyer and your builder. 

You admit, that this bill did not compel tijie 
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Kittg to elect Catholk: officers'^ hut only gave 
kirn the option of doing so if -he pleased ; but you 
add, thiit the King was right in not trusting 3uch 
a, dangerous power tohiawdf er to his successors. 
Now, you are either to suppose that the King fof 
the time being has^a zeal for the Catholic esta-^ 
Uf^ment, or that he has; not. If he has not, 
where is the danger of giving such an option? If 
yo« suppQse that he may be influenced by such 
an admiration of the Catholic religion, w^y <Md 
his-present Majesty, in the year 1804-, consent to 
that. bill which. empoyvered the crown to statipij 
ten thousand Catholic soldiers in any part of the 
kingdom, and placed them absolutely atthe dis- 
posal of the crown? If the King of England for the 
time being is a good Protestant, there cap be no 
danger in making the-CathoIic eligible to any 
thing : if he is not, no power can possibly be so 

dasiigerous ps^that conveyed by the bill last quoted ; 

« 

to which, in point of p^ril. Lord Howick*s bijl 

h a mere joke« Bu^ the real fact is, one bill 

> 

opened a door to his Majesty's advisers for tricky 
jcjhbing, and intrigue ; the other did not. 

Besides, what folly to talk to me of an 
oadiy which, xxfider all possible, circumstances. 
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is to prevent the relaxation of the Catholic 
laws I for such a^ solemn appeal to God $eta 
^!l conditions and contingencies ;it defiance* 
Suppose Bpnaparte were tP retrieve the pnlj 
^ty great blunder he has Qiade^ and were to 

succeed^ after repeated trial3> in making an. im- 

< • 

pre^sipn upon Ireland^ do you think ^e should 
bear any thing pf the impediment of a coronttion 
f>ath ? or would the spirit of this country toknite 
lor ai| hour such ministers^ and such unheard of 
npi]^ense» if the most distant prospect existed of 
^rociliating the Catholics by every species even 
of the most abject concession ? And yet, if 
your argument is good for any thing, the coro^ 
nation oath ought to reject, at such a momenti 
every tendency tp conciliation, and to bindjre-i 
land fiwr ever to the crown pf France, 

I found in your letter the usual remark, s^bout 
fire, feggot, and bloody Mary. Are you aware, 
my dear Priest, that there were as many persons 
put to death for religious opinions under the mild 
£lizabeth, as under the bloody Mary? The 
reign of the former was, to be sure, ten timet f« 
long; but I only mention the fact, nlerely to 
shew you that something depends upon the 
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age in which men li^, as well as on ihtit 
religious opinions. Three hundred years ago^* 
men burnt and hanged each other for thesd 
6pinions. Time has softened Catholic as well as 
Protestant. They*both required it ; though each 
perceives only his own improvement, atad. iar 
blind to that of the other. We are all the crea- 
tures of circumstances. I know not a kinder and 
better man than yourself; but you (if you had 
lived in those times) would certainly have roasted 
yourCatholic: andlprbmise you, if the first exciter 
of this religious mob had been as powerful then 
as he IS now, you would soon have been elevated 
to the'^mitre. I do not go the length of sayings 
tiiat the world has sufifered as much from 
Protestant as from Catholic persecution; ht 
Trom if t but you should remember^ that the 
Catholics had all the power, when the idea first 
sfartedup in the world, that there could be two 
inodes of faith, and that it Was much more 
natural they shoufd attempt to crush this diversity 
of opinion by great and cruel efforts, than that 
the Protestants should rage against those who 
differed from them, when the. very basis of their 
system was- complete freedom in all spiritual 
matters; c 
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I canwot iextend my letter any further at 
present^ but you shall soon hear from me agaih^ 
You tell me> I am a party man. I hope I shall 
always be so, when I see my country in the hands 
of a pert London joker and a second-rate law- 
yer. Of the first, no other good is known than 
that he makes pretty .I^tin verses : the second 
seems to me to have the head of a country 
parson and the tongue of an Old Bailey law- 
yer. 

If I could see good measures pursued, I 
care not a farthing who is in power 5 but I have 
a passionate love for common justice and for 
common sense, and I abhor and despise every 
man, who builds up his political fortune upoqt 
their ruin. 

God bless you, reverend Abraham, and 
defend you from the Pope, and all of us from thai 
administration, who seek power by jpposing a 
measure, which Burke, Pitt, and Fox, all con- 
sidered as absolutely necessary to the existence of 
the country. * 
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DEAR ABRAHAM, 

' 1 ' _ 



The Catholic not respect an 

oath: why not? What upon earth has kept him out 

of Parliament, or excluded him from all the offices 

whence he is excluded, but his respect for oaths ? 

There is no law which prohibits a Catholic to sit in 

Parliament. There could bejiosuch law ; bc- 

cause it is impossible to find out what passes in 

the interior of any rtiau's mind. Suppose it 

were in cAntemplation to exclude all men from 

■ ■ • • 

certain offices, who contended for the legality 
of taking tythes, the only niode of discovering 
that fervid love of decimation which 1 knew you 
to possess would be to tender you an oath 
'* against that damnable doctrine, that it is lawful 
^* for a sphritual man to take,* abstract, appro- 

c 2 ' " priate. 



^' priate, subduct or lead away the tenth calf, 
** Sheep, lamb, ox, pigeon, duck, " &c, S^c. &c, 
and every other animal that ever existed, which 
of course the lawyers would take tare to enumer 
rate. Now this oath I am sure -you wou|d rather 
die than take ; and so the Catholic is excluded 
from Parliament because* he will not swear that 
he disbelieves tbeliadirig doctrines of his religion I 
The Catholic asks you to abolish some oatha 
which oppress him ; your answer is, that he does 
• not respect oaths. Then' why subject him to the 
test of oaths ? The oaths keep him out of 
Parliament ; why then he respects them. ' Turn 
which way you will, either your laws are nuga-- 
tory, or the Catholic is bound by religious 
obligations as you are-: But no eel in the 
well-sanded fist of a cook-maid, upon the eve of 
being skinned, ever twisted and writhed as 
ah orthodox parson does when he is compelled 
by the gripe of reason to admit any thing in 
favour ofti dissenter/ 

I will not dispute \^ith you whether the 
Pbpe be or be not the Scariet Lady of Babylon* 
I hope it is not so ; because I am afraid it wilV 
induce his Majesty's Chancellor of the Exche*. 

. quer 
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quer to introduce several severe bills against 
popery 5 if tb W is the case ; and though he will 
have the decency to appoint a previous commit* 
tec of enquiry as to the fact, the commiftee wilj 
be garbled and the report inflammatory. Leav- 
ing this to be settled as he pleases to. settle it^,. 
I wish to inform you, that, previously to the bill 

last passed in favour, of the. Catholics,, at the 

I* 

suggestion of Mr. Pitt, and for his satisfaction, 
the opinions of six of the most celebrated of the 
foreign Catholic universities * were taken an tp 
the right of the Pppc to interfere in the temp<»ai 
concerns of any country. The answer cannot 
poasiWy leave the^ shadow of ^ doubt, even in 
the mind of BaroiV Maseres ; and Dn Rennel 
would be compelled to admit it, even if thre? 
JBishops lay dead at the very moment the ques*. 
tion were put to him, . To this answer might be 
added also the solemn declaration and signatuiis 
of all the Catholics in Great ^ritaip, 

t 

I should perfectly agree with you, if thp 
Catholics admitted, such a dangerous dispensing 
power in the haqds of the Pope ; but they, all 
deny it, and laugh ^ it, and are ready to abjure 
it in the most decided m^nntr you can devise^ 
; They 
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They obey the Pope as the spiritual head of thdr 
church ', but are you really so foolish as to be im^ 
posed upon by mere names ? — ^Wbat matters ir the 
seven thousandth part of a fiu'tfaing who is the 
spiritual head of any church ? Is not }dr. Wil- 
berforce at the head of the church of Glaphsm ? 
Is not Dr. Letsom at the head of the Quaker 
church ? Is not the General Assembly at die 
head of the church of Scotland ? How is die 
government disturbed by these many-headed 
churches ? or in what way is the power of the 
crown augmented by this almost nominal digni-- 
ty? . * > 

The King appoints a fast day once a year 
and he makes the Bishops ; and if the govetn- 
ment would take half the pains to keep the 
-Catholics out erf" the arms of France that it docs^ 
to widen Temple-Bar, or improve Snow-HiU, 
the King would get into his hands the appoint- 
ments of the • titular Bishops of Ireland. — B6th 
Mr. C — ~'s sisters enjoy pensions more than 
sufficient to place the two greatest dignitaries of 
the Irish Catholic churefai entirely at llie disposstl 
of the crown.— Every body avho knows Ireland, 
knows perfectly well> that nothing wotild^be 

easier. 
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easier, with the expendittite of a little money, 
^%&n to preserve enough of the ostensible appoint- 
ment in the hands of the Pbpe to satisfy the 
scruples of the Catholics, while the real nomina- 
tion remained with the Crown. But, as I have 
before said, the moment the very name of Ire- 
land is mentioned, the English seem to bid adieu 
torommon feeling, common prudence, and to 
common sense, and to act with the barbarity of 
tyrants and the fatuity of idcots. 

Whatever yoUr opinibif may be of the follies 
of the Roman Catholic religion, remember they 
are the follies of four millions of human beings, 
increasing rapidly in numbers, wealth, and in- 
telligence, who, if firmly united to this country, 
would set at defiance the power of France, and 
if once wrested from their alliance with England, • 
would in three years render its existence as an 
independent nation absolutely impossible. You 
speak of danger to the establishment : I request 
to Ifnow when the establishment was ever so 
much in danger as when Hoche was in Bantrjr 
Bay, and whether all the books of Bossuet, or the 
arts of the Jesuits, weije half so terrible ? Mr. Per- 
cev^ and hi& parsons fijrgct all this, in their horrgr 

lest 
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Ittt twelve or fourteen old wotqen may be coft-^ 
Tertedto holy water and Catholic nonsense. Th^ 
never iee, that, while they are saving these four- 
teen venerable ladies from perdition, Ireland may 
be lost, England broken down, and the Protestant 
Church with all its deans, prebends, Percevalsand 
Rennels^ be sw^t into the vortex of oblivion. 

Do not, I beseech you, ever mention to nio 
again the name of Dr. Duigenan. I have been in 
every comer of Ireland, and have studied its pre^ 
sentstrength and condition with no common labour. 
Be assured that Ireland does not contain at this 
moment less than five millions of people. There 
were returned in the year 1791 to the hearth tax 
710,000 houses, and there is no kind of question 
that there were about 50,000 houses omitted in 
that return. Taking, however, only the numbeir 
returned for the tax, and allowing the average of 
dx to a house (a very small average for a 
potatoe fed people), this brings the population to 
4,200,000 people in the year 1791 ; and it can 
be shewn from the clearest evidencej and Mr. 
. Newenham in his book shews it, that Ireland for 
' *" the last fifty years, has increased in its population 
at the rate of 50 or 60>000 per annum \ i^hich 

leaves 
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, Uav^s the present population of Irelanc}^ at abore 
$ millions, after every possible deduction for 

to 

existing circumstances^ just and necessary warsf 
monstrous and unnatural rebellions, and all other 
sources of human destruction. Of this popula* 
^on, two out often are Protestants, and the half 
of the Protestant population are Dissenters> and as 
tniniical to th'^ church as the Catholics them-* 
9elye/$» In this state of things^ thumb-screws and 
whippingT-admirable engines of policy as they 
be considered to be-— will npt ultimately avaiL, 
The Catholics will hang over you* They yvill 
watch for the moment, and compel you hereafter 
to give them ten times as much against your Tvilli 
us they would now be contented with if it wew 
Voluntarily tiurrendered. Remember what hap^ 
pened in the American War, when Ireland com* 
pcllcd you to give her every thing she asked, 
and to renounce in the most explicit manner your 
claim of sovereignty over hen God Almighty 
grant the folly of these present men may not brings 
pn such another crisis of public affairs ! 
; What are your dangers which threaten the 
establishment? Reduce this declamation (a 
a pointy and let us understand what you 

p mean. 
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mcair- The most ample allowatnd* doe^ not 
calculate that there would be more than twenty 
members who were Roman Catholics in cjne 
homt and ten in the other, if the Oathdlte 
cteancipatbn were carried into eflfect. Do yon 
mean that these thi<:ty njcmbers 'would brii^ ifl 
t bill to take away the tythesfrom the IVotes^ 
tant and to pay them to the CathoKc Clergy } 
Do you mean that a Catholic general would 
inarch his army mto ^ house of Commons* 
and purge it of Mr« Perceral and Dr« Duigenan s 
or that the theological writers would become 
all <yf a sudden pore acute and more learned^ 
if the present civil incapacities were removed ^ 
©o you fear foi^ your ty tbcs, or your dodtrtnes, 
or your person, or the £ng4ish Constitution ? 
Every fear^ taken separately , is^ so glaringly absurd, 
that no maa has tbefoMyor the boldness to 
state it« Every one conceals his ignorance or im 
baseness, in a stupid general pani€> which when 
called on he is utterly H:ica|paj>le of ecs^plaining* 

Whatever you think of the Cathoijic^ 
^crc they are; you cannot get, rid of them; 
^our alternative is, to give them a lawful place 
ibr stating their grievances, or an wilawiul o^e : 

if 
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if you do not admit, them to the House of Ccim^ 

moos, they will bold their Parliament in Pofltbij^ 

place, Dublin, and be ten times as violent and 

inftamniatory as they yroidd be in Westminster;: 

Nothing would give me such an idea Ojp 

8«:urity, as to sec twenty or thirty Catholic gen-^' 

tiemen in Parliament, lobked upon by all thd 

Catholics as the fair and proper organ of their 

party. I should have thought k the: height of 

good fortune that such U wish existed on theit 

part, and the very essence of mildness and ig* 

norance to reject it. Can you murder the Cft- 

liioiics ? Can -^ you neglect them ? They are 

too numerous fpr both these expedients. Whal 

remains to be done is bbf ious to ev^ry humati 

being, but to that man who, instead of being 

, a methpdist preacher, ife, for the curse of u% 

and our children, and for the ruin of Troy, and 

the misery of good old Priam and his sbns^ bd** 

ixjm^ a legislator and a politician, 

A distinction, I jJereeive, is^aketl, by one of 
the most feeble noblemen in Great Britain, bdt we^n 
persecution and the depri^tion of political powefi 
whereas there is no more distincti^^n between 
thesie twt) things than there is between him'whd 

n3 makes 



makes tfie distinction and d tiooby* If I strip i 
off the rcKocovefed jacl5:et of a Catholic, and 
give him twenty stripfe, I persecutei if 1 say, 
every body in the town shall be a candidate for 
lucrative and honourable offices, but you wha 
are a Catholid, I do not pen5icute.--^What baf^ 
baroiis nonsense is this ! As if degradation was^ 
not as great an evil a^ bodily painy or as severo^' 
poverty; as if I could hot be as great a tyrant 
by saying, you shaU nt^t enjoy, as by saying*^ 
yoii shall suffer. ,The English, I believe, are as: 
truly religious as any naticm in Europe j I know 
no gf eater national blessing: but it carrfeswitb 
it this evil in its train, that any villain who. will 
l?awl Out " the Church is in. danger ! "may get 
a place add a good pension j and that any ad-* 
ministration who will do the s^me things' , 
may bring a set of men into power, who; 
at a moment of stationary and passive piety; 
would be hooted by the very boys in the Greets; 
8ut it is )iot all religion t^ If ^is, in great part, that 
narrow a^d exclusive spirit which defrghts to 
^ejep the common* bles^gs oi sun and' air and 
fre^don) friom other human beings." Your religiofi 
f* b|l5 alleys b§e« degraded; yoi^ are in the du^^ 
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^ and I will take care you never rise again* t\ 
" should enjoy less the possession of any earthly. 
•^ good by every add itioaal person to whom it, 
** was extended.*' Ycm may not be aware of it., 
yourself, most reverend Abraham, but you deny 
their freedom to the Qatholics, upon the same= 
principle that Sarah your wife refuses to give the . 
receipt for a ham or a gooseberry-dumpling : she 
values her receipts, not because they secure ta 
fier A certain flavour, but because they remind 
her that her neighbours want them :— a feeling 
laughable in a priestess, pudendous in a priest ; 
venial when it withholds the blessings of an ham^ 
tyrannical and execrable when it narrows the 
booft of religious freedom.. ^ 

You spend a great deal of ink about the 
, character of the present prime minister : grant 
you all that you write ; I say, I fear he will rpia 
Irelandvand pursue a line of policy destructive 
to the true interest of his country. And . then 
you tell me, he is just to his butcher, faithful td 
Mrs. Perceval, and kind to the master Perce valsj 
These are most cert ainlv; the 4kst qualifications 
to be looked to, in a tii»e of serious public 
danger. But, somehow or ©theiv(if such Ihing^s 

must 



i 
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must be iocopopatlble), I should pt^effr that be> 
owed for the^ veal of the preceding ycar^ wan* 
4ei:^ from, the marriage bed^ whipped his boys^^ 
aind sayed his country^ > 

The late adaiinistration did pot do rights 
they did not build their measures upon the solid 
h^s of facts. 'They should have caused several 
Catholics to have been dissected after death by 
surgeons of either religion^ and the report to have 
bi^en published with acconipanying {^Mes* If 
the viscera and other organs of Ijff had been 
found to.be the same as in Protestant bodies ; if 
the provision of nerves^ arteries, qerebi^nit aad 
cerebellum,, had been the same as we are provide^ 
with, or as the Dissenters are now known tcf 
possess, then indeed they might have met Mn 
Perce vpl upon a proud eminence, and have conn 
vinced the country at large of the strong proba** 
bility that the Catholics ar^ really human crea^ 
tures, endowed with the feelings of men, and 
entitled to all their rights^ But instead of this 
wise and prudent measure^ Lord Howick, with 
his usual precipitation, brings forward a bill in 
their favour, without offering the slightest proof 
tp the country A^t they were any thing more 

than 






■ SI . 

* 

thftn h<Kse3 and oxen. The persott who shews 
Lama at the cornjer of Piccadiify, ha& the precau* 
tion to write up, *^ Allowed by Sir Joseph 
Banks to be a real quadsuf^ed :'* and m tht 

same manner his lordsiiip might \tzrt sM^ 

* 

'* Allowed by the beoth o( bishops to h6 
red human creaturcs/'^ — I could write yoa 
twerfty letters upon this subject, but 1 am 
tired, and to I 8upp^>se are you* Oar firiefid^ 
ship is now of forty years standing. You know 
me to be a truly religious man, but I sbudcler to 
sec rdigion treated . like a cockade or a pint of 
beer, and made the instrument of a party* I 
lore the King, but I love the people as well as^ 
the King; and if I am sorry to see his old age 
molested, I am much more sorry to see four 
millions of Catholics baffled in their just expecta- 
tions. If I love Lord Grenville and Lord 
Howick, it is because thejrjove their country : 
if I abhor ***********^ it is because I know 
there is but one mai» among them who is not 
laughing at the enormous folly and credulity of 
the people^ and that he is an ignorant and mis^ 
chievous bigot. As for the light and^ frivolous 
jetfser of whom it i$ your misfortune to think so^ 

higbly;^ 
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liie lait administration^ was (if be is vxA griQvous^ 
ly .bdied by the rcnsgadp part* ^f M) oin^afitutii' 
^5^y ^ith thf to ; far & place*. land if tbey IwnI 
sjjrvivedrfi^Wtf Snd twfefii^ ]oD|;et*^ he firdukl 

Jiave been t\ow decl;^imiog against the cry of 
JI^ Fopcrjr, ;h»«eJi4 of 'IniamiAg. it. W4 A tli» 

iiato???^ Ijbid. yoji^d^} :s»n^ 
ikmafe-Brolher; -*- ' 

PETER PLYMLEY. 
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pfiBted by Cox, Sdk, and Bayus, Great Queen Sireet- 



